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by 
Becky Mayo 


The LSUS Career Center is fi- 
nalizing all of the events that they 
will offer in March for Louisiana's 
Career Month. 

Career Month is dedicated to 
publicizing careers, majors and the 
opportunities between the two. 

Governor M.J. "Mike" Foster 
has issued a proclamation declaring 
March as a month dedicated to 
career-driven students. 

The-events are as follows: 
March 11 — Investigate opportuni- 
ties in the sciences; March 13 — 
You can teach without an education 
degree; March 18 - Manage your life 
with a Business degree; March 20 — 
Major Declaration Day; March 25 
— Create a lifestyle based in the 
liberal arts. 

There will also be "Desserts 
and Discussions," where free snacks 
will be provided during round-table 
discussions. : 

They are on March 25 — 
Career/Life Balance, and March 27 
— Experiential Education Panel. 

Foster began his proclamation 
by discussing how students in or en- 


tering the workforce will change 
jobs and careers several times in 
their lives. 

This is because of the various 
trends in the workplace. 

He said that this truth can be 
easier to deal with if students will 
use the resources that Louisiana's 
universities offer. 

State institutions, such as 
LSUS, offer guidance, education, 
training, work exploration and job 
opportunities, The services are 
designed to prepare students for pos- 
sible job and career changes. 

According to Foster, the reason 
for Career Month is to merge acade- 
mic, state and private sector sources. 

He said that this is necessary to 
publicize the services that universi- 
ties offer. 

Jennifer Carter, assistant direc- 
tor of the Career Center, agrees with 
Foster. 

“We have so many resources 
available at the Career Center. We 
are more than willing to help 
students in their journey to find out 
what career is right for them,” said 
Carter, 

The LSUS Career Center will 
be bringing many outside sources to 


‘The Vagina Monologues: 
will be performed tonight 


in University 


ry 
Ashley Speckman 
ene ciara 


“The Vagina Monologues” 
will be performed in the University 
Center Theater Feb. 27, 28 and 
March |. The play is a part of a 
global movement to stop violence 
against women and girls. 

“The Vagina Monologues,” 
written by Eve Ensler, gives 
women and men ‘a springboard for 
discussion about personal experi- 
ences and attitudes about sex and 
love and everything that affects the 
way women feel about themselves 
and their vaginas. 

The monologues are 
performed at colleges all over the 
country as a part of the V-Day Col- 
lege Campaign to raise money and 
awareness to stop violence against 
women, 

According to Campus 
Outreach Services there is a rape 
every 21 hours on each college 
campus and a woman is most like- 
ly to experience an assault during 
her first two months of college. 

In addition to raising aware- 
ness of violence against women, 
the monologues performed at 
LSUS will be raising money for 


the YWCA Sexual Assault Center. 


Center 


This center provides victims of 
sexual abuse with counseling ser- 
vices. It also offers a rape escort 
program and a 24-hour crisis hot- 
line. 

The Y WCA rape escort pro- 
gram sends volunteers to help rape 
victims cope. 

The performers in the mono- 
logues are all LSUS students. 
These ten women have been cho- 
sen from all backgrounds, demon- 
strating that sexual violence is 
something that all need to worry 
about. 

Abby Patton, one of the per- 
formers, is wearing a t-shirt that 
reads "Ask me about my vagina” in 
order to inform students of the per- 
formance. 

Many of the participants are 
wearing t-shirts with various 
slogans in order to make students 
aware of the violence against 
women. Approach these people for 
more information on the 
monologues. 

T-shirts will be on sale at the 
performances for anyone wanting 
to raise awareness about V-Day. 

Ticket prices for “The Vagina 
Monologues” are $6 for LSUS stu- 
dents, $8 for faculty and $10 for 
the general public. 


by Matt Morris 


Tiffany Hayes, exercise science sophomore, discusses the American 
Business Women’s Assocation with Susan Stephens, president of the 
Port of Shreve chapter. ABWA is an example of the career-centered 
organiations to be brought to campus during Career Month. 


the campus throughout March. 

This includes professionals that 
will represent each of the four 
colleges at LSUS, a business casual 


Sigma Nu fraternity approves 


groups n 
Jenifer Knafl 


Beta Gamma Iota fraternity has 
gained approval for national 
sponsorship from Sigma Nu. 

During its Feb, 23 mecting, 
Kathleen Grimmet informed the 
members that Sigma Nu fraternity 
had in fact decided to take the group 
on as a special interest group. 

"We basically erupted,” said 
Brad Craft, president of the group. 
The fraternity currently has 26 mem- 
bers after picking up five members 
during rush. 

The fraternity has three sub- 
levels for interested chapters. First 
chapter is named an interest group, 
which means the fraternity is inter- 
ested in expanding on the campus. 

The second level involves a 
colonization process whereby the 
fraternity’s Director of Expansion 
and Recruitment Jeff Feighner or Di- 
vision Commander Tony Dixon will 
help the group to prepare for chapter 
status. 

Feighner is currently recruiting 
for a chapter at the University of 


fashion show held by local 
department stores and an experien- 


See “CAREER CENTER” on Pg. 7 


NOEL MEMORIAL LIBRARY | 


ational sponsorship 


“We're not ‘Animal House. 


333 


Brad Craft 
president, Sigma Nu 
interest group 


Central Florida. 

After all the members finish a 
10-session leadership development 
program, the group will achieve 
chapter status, 

"{'m optimistic and think that 
we'll reach chapter status by the fall 
semester,” Craft said. 

Craft said that the national 
recognition will bring alumni 
support, insurance, access to 
resources like funds for recruitment 
shops and national conferences and 
the ability for the fraternity to be 
recognized by the Student Organiza- 
tional Council. 

Formerly known as Beta Gam- 
ma Iota, the group has been in 
search of a nationally sponsored fra- 
ternity since fall 2002. 


Chosen to uphold the Sigma Nu 
principles, Craft said that the by- 
laws would be changed to reflect the 
national fraternity's. 

Sigma Nu started as a fraternity 
at the Virginia Military Institute. The 
presidential officer takes the title of 
commander and vice president, lieu- 
tenant commander. 

"But we're going to keep our 
own uniqueness, our own local au- 
tonomy,” Craft said. “We're a frater- 
nity of diversity. There is no one guy 
to point out and say he is a Beta 
Gamma Iota, now a Sigma Nu. 
We're not ‘Animal House." 

Craft said that the group will 
probably be holding fundraisers in 
the near future to help ease the bur- 
den of the dues for its members. 
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(" “al-meh-jest”. n):Arabic: “The Majestic” 
any of several medieval treatises on a branch of knowledge 
(as the 9th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy's 
Greek work on astronomy) 

- Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 


@ Equality means equal 
responsibility. 


This week has brought a lot of attention to women's 
issues. 

Tonight LSUS students will be participating in "The 
Vagina Monologues” at 8 p.m. in the U.C. Theatre. 

This production is designed to bring attention to the 
problems that face women in today’s world. 

Performers will dramatize the stories of women's 
lives and how they have coped with rape, abuse and 
learning to be a woman in today's society. 

The goal of these perfomances is to stop violence 
against women and help women share their experiences 
with one another, 

Last year when the idea of producing “The Vagina 
Monologues” was first promoted, several men felt 
offended at the idea. 
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Bere ne CO eta cans prcgoterion a doped to encourage discussion 
GRrapHics EpiTor ages 2 of issues often ignored, and there is no reason for men to 
- | feel offended. 


“The Vagina Monologues” isn’t a man-bashing ses- 
sion. It is a chance for men to look at things from a 
female perspective, which we don’t get very often. 

There is no reason why celebrating women means 
demeaning men. Hopefully, most men realize how im- 
portant the women in their lives are. 

“The Vagina Monlogues” helps men to appreciate 
what the women in our lives go through, since we'll nev- 
er experience things like menstruation, pregnancy and 
childbirth. 

Having such events at LSUS reminds us that we go 
to a school that has a female majority in the student pop- 
ulation. 

In the fall, LSUS will finally have opportunities for 
women in sports with the addition of women's 
basketball. 

In addition, an organization called the Feminist Ma- 
jority Foundation is trying to establish itself on campus. 

When we first heard about this, it seemed strange 
that such an organization would seek to establish itself at 
LSUS. 

First, it is hard to find actual feminists on this cam- 
pus. Many women identify the word feminist with "man- 
hating" and shun it. 

But feminisim is not about hating men or making 
men feel guilty for being men. 

Feminism is about equality. And equality means be- 
ing judged by the content of character rather than exter- 
nal factors. 

Although there are biological and social differences 
between men and women there is no reason to discrimi- 
nate against either. 

Saying that men oppress women assumes 4a position 
of superiority for the men that should not be a reality. 

As a man it can sometimes be difficult to reconcile 
the desire to believe in equality through feminism with- 
out feeling guilty for being a man. 

Often we talk about the oppressive patriarchal soci- 
ety and how men manipulate women, but we aren't 
responsible for that. 

The images society presents of women can be 
demeaning, but women are the ones who choose which 
images to emulate. 

It isn't-a matter of one group of people oppressing 
another but of individuals deciding to empower 
themselves. 

It isn’t up to men to give “rights” to women. as if we 
were granting them a portion of our domain. 

Women’s rights are human rights. 

But it is odd that the Feminist Majority Foundation 
lists as one of its primary goals the support of reproduc- 
tive rights. This means supporting a pro-choice agenda. 

This week many people were offended by pro-life 
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The Almagest is an independent, student-produced publication paid 
Jor by student fees. The opinions expressed herein do not necessari- 
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The ‘Almagest is a Teme of the Southeastern Journalism 
Conference, American College Press Association, and the 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association 


The Almagest Letters 
Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please include 
your class and major field of study. Letters should be submitted to 
the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding 
the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous 
letters may not be printed. The Almagest reserves the right to edit 
letters. 


JOIN US! 
We need reporters and 
other thinking types. 


Come by BH 344 
Call 797-5328 
Email a 


From the editor 


protesters holding up signs of aborted fetuses on Youree 
Drive. 

I've been told before that my opinion on abortion 
doesn’t matter because I'm a man and I have no say in it. 
In fact, I’ve had women act offended when I shared my 
opinion with them. This doesn’t seem right. 

It is troublesome that the abortion issue is broken 
down to a women’s rights issue, because that divides us 
and ignores the role of a man in pregnancy. 

Though we don’t have to carry the baby, we did 
help create it and that gives men a responsiblity. Should- 
n’t that responsiblity be shared by both partners? 

It isn’t a matter of men trying to suppress female 
sexuality. Female sexuality is a good thing and should 
be expressed, but abortion should not be used as birth 
control. There are many means of pregnancy prevention, 
and abortion should be a last resort. It isn’t men telling 
women what to do with their bodies; women decide what 
to do with their bodies when they have sex. 

For most people the issue of pro-life protesters isn’t 
one of allowing them to state their opinion, or even a dis- 
agreement of opinion, but rather a matter of presentation. 

Many people were bothered that school children 
could view the pictures of aborted fetuses. 

Perhaps holding the protest near Youree Drive Mid- 
dle School was too blunt, but it seems important to place 
oneself in the shoes of these people to gain a better per- 
spective. 

To them, abortion is one of the signs of our 
society’s corruption. Abortion is seen as murder and de- 
valuing human life. 

They show us these pictures to present us with the 
reality of the situation, and because it offends us it 
should make us wonder why. 

Why are we bothered to see a picture of a dead fe- 
tus if it is just “a mass of cells?” And how does one justi- 
fy abortion to a child? 

It is hard to justify abortion because it is never a 
good situation. 

When women have to have abortions because they 
are raped or when their life is in danger, the abortion is a 
result of something bad and in these cases women have 
to decide based on the lesser of two evils. 

In most cases where the mother’s life is in danger, 
so is the baby’s. It seems to make more sense to save 
who you can. 

Abortion should be a matter of neccesity, not one of 
convenience. With exceptions of rape, incest and serious 
health risk, a woman’s choice should come when she de- 
cides to have sex. 

Acting as if a woman’s pregnancy is the result of 
her victimization by men is ignoring each partner's equal 
responsiblity. 

And one can believe in women's equality and cele- 
brate femininity without supporting abortion “rights.” 

Being a man should not disallow one from having 
an opinion on this issue, and thinking so amounts to sex- 
ism. 

“mm 


Last week there was a mistake in Dr. Harris's letter to the editor. In the first sentence I typed “suggest” instead of “suggests.” That was done by Matt when he typed it in too 


much of a hurry. 


Angela Gehrls is looking for people to interview who are dealing with the deployment of loved-ones. If you are in this situation and would like to talk about it, please con- 


tact Angela by calling or e-mailing the Almagest. 
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Letters to the editor 


Parking: the saga continues... 
Copy editor offers her clarification of situation 


Reader responds to editorial comments on Israeli/Palestinian crisis 


To the editor, 

According to the World English and Webster's dictionary, the one that is quoted in your paper, anti-semetic is 
Jefined as prejudice against Jewish people. Does that make my usage correct? It should also be noted that Shimon 
Peres, the Israeli Foreign Minister, and Prime Minister Rabin won the Nobel Peace Price in 1994 along with Arafat. | 
agree with the editor that people on both sides do not want peace, as his example of Rabin having been killed by an 
Orthodox Jewish student demonstrates. The editor also mentions the current Prime Minister Sharon and his alleged 
role in the 1982 massacres. However, it should be noted that the Israeli Defense Force was not involved in any 
killings and Sharon stands accused of allegedly letting Lebanese militiamen murder those people. 

Yasser Arafat is an Egyptian by birth, he is not Palestinian! Another myth is that the area of Palestine was pros- 
perous and populous before the Jews returned and started oppressing all the “Palestinians” living in the region. The 
vast majority of Arabs living in the area have migrated there from some other Arab country. Since 1967 Arabs have 
built 261 settlements in the West Bank. This has been the pattern since the Jews started settling the area of Palestine 
jowards the end of the 19th century. Since then Arabs have been migrating to the area for more freedom and econom- 
ic opportunity. A 1906 census of Jerusalem estimates the city’s population of 60,000 of which 7,000 were Arabs. A 
“Palestinian” is an Arab indistinguishable from Jordanians, Syrians, Egyptians, etc. The United Nations classifies 
“Palestinian refugees” as any Arab who had lived in Palestine for two years and then left in 1948. 

What is the dstinct “Palestinian” culture that the editor refers to? During British rule of Palestine under the 
League of Nations mandate it was the Jews who were referred to as “Palestinians.” So what is a “Palestinian?” Are 
they Jordanians? Syrians? Any Arab who moves to the region? 


Brad Rogers 
senior, political science 


editor $ response: 


According to the Nobel Prize website, Yasser Arafat was born in Cairo but his father was a Palestinian with 
some Egyptian ancestry and his mother came from an old Palestinian family from Jerusalem. 

To say that Palestinians are the same as Jordanians, Syrians or Lebanese is like saying that Cubans, Mexicans 
and Puerto Ricans are the same. These are related, but distinct cultures, There are even dialectical and accent differ- 
ences. 

I dont understand the line of reasoning here anyway. Are we supposed to believe that there is no such thing as a 
Palestinian and therefore itis impossible for Palestinians to be oppressed? You said yourself that the territory of 
Palestine has been ruled by Romans, Ottomans and the British. Who was being ruled during this time? The people 
who lived there: Arabs known as Palestinians. These people were mostly farmers and lived very simple lives. | dont 
buy the Zionist and Imperialism argument that because these people weren t developing their territory enough it had 
to be taken away. 

And as to Arh expansion in that territory since the Israeli occupation: what about the settlements Israel has 
built in the occupid territories, settlements the Carter administration said were in violation of international law? 
The fact is that the occupied territories have been considered Arab land and as such they have a right to build settle- 
ments in that area whereas Israel does not. And 80 percent of Palestinian-owned land has been taken away from 
them since 1948.  orcefully taken. Imagine someone coming into our homes and holding us at gunpoint saying that 
we had to leave because someone else wanted to live there. This has happened to thousands of people at the hands of 
a government supported by the United States. In the former Yugoslavia we called that ethnic cleansing. That's my 
problem: why should Israel get more foreign aid than any other country when they won play by the rules of civlized 
society? 

Brad, | appreciate you offering your opinion. You express yourself well and are informed. But I cant see that 
you are giving us anything but anti-Palestinian Zionist argumentation. 

For more information on the situation in the Mideast, I'd advise anyone to take a look at the web sites for the 
U.N., Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. All these organizations condemn Israeli treatment of 
Palestinians and provide extensive information on the Israeli occupation. Dont buy the Zionist propaganda. 
Regarding the Sabra and Shatila massacres, the Israeli Defense Force, though they didnt directly kill those peo- 
ple, was in control of that territory and did herd the innocent civilians into the camps and block their exit before the 
militamen came in to kill them. It’s pretty clear where the responsiblity lies. 

The definition of anti-semite is apparently based on its use in society, rather than the fact that the word semite 
refers to Arabs and Hebrews. Not that it is relevant, but most Jews arent even descended from the original 12 tribes 
anyway. Most are decendents of eastern European converts to Judaism, for example the Ashkenazi. But even though 
most Israelis can't claim to be direct inheritors of Hebrew culture, they still have basic human rights. I believe these 
rights should be protected for both Israelis and Palestinians. 

-mm 


Professor won't allow classroom to be used to push a point of view 


Editor, 

I feel a need to respond to the suggestion that my meeting with the representatives of the Feminist Majority 
Foundation was ‘cused on inviting interested students to join. In fact, in a manner similar to Dr. Harris’s position, 
Aimee Boone c: acted a number of faculty members requesting class time and an opportunity to talk about FMF 
objectives. I agre 4 to such a meeting in the spirit that my teaching assignment includes a diversity course consider- 
ing feminist isst. . At no time did | offer the group a forum in one of my class sessions. Faculty in the history and 
social sciences« »artment were expressly advised that such an action would be considered inappropriate under uni- 
versity regulati: 

My conver: tion with a represenative from the group focused on their objectives which ranged from abortion to 
equal rights for: smen. We discussed the genesis of their group and overall social concerns underlying the future di- 
rection of their. ignated issues. | took the meeting as an informational sesssion and not to facilitate signing on as a 
local coordinato) for the group’s organizing efforts. In fact, it is my stated policy to offer students information on all 
sides of an issue and not specifically promulgate a given point of view or force students to adopt any ideological per- 
spective. Studer should decide their own stand on social issues based on the information we provide -- that is the 
legitimate mission of LSUS or any university focused on the dissemination of knowledge and classroom discourse 
on contemporary issues. 


Sincerely, 
Dr. Lloyd Klein 
Assistant professor of criminal justice 


I'd just like to clear a few things 
up concerning the two letters to the 
editor about parking in last week's 
issue. 

First, to Tiffany, it was not Car- 
la Seymour who complained about 
"lurkers," it was L Although that 
does coincide with my lurkers 
description, | believe she mentioned 
"hoverers” in her editorial. 

My main complaint there is re- 
garding the people who sit in the 
middle of an aisle blocking traffic to 
wait for students to walk to their 
cars. If you leave some space for 
people to get around you (which | 
know you said you do), it will prob- 
ably cause less traffic back-up. 

But here's another issue 
altogether. It seems to me that if 
you're blocking people who are actu- 
ally trying to get OUT of a space, it's 
pointless for you to sit there in the 
first place. 

How are you supposed to get a 
parking place when the person 
you're blocking in can't get out be- 
cause there's a line of cars all the 
way down the aisle with no space in 
between for them to maneuver 
around you? That means they're 
stuck for no reason, you're waiting 
for no reason, and the rest of the line 
is held up or forced to go around the 
line, just so someone else can get 
out — thereby losing the space they 
(or you) could have gotten if you 
hadn't been sitting there at all. 

I realize either way, the campus 
traffic problem won't be solved, but 
if there was more of a uniform flow 
to it then it could at least be a little 
less stressful for students trying to 
park (which should be the least of 
our worries right now). 

In addition to all this, there are 
the "stalkers" I mentioned in my last 
article. These are the people who 
drive reeeceeally sloooooowly 
behind students who are walking to 
their cars, so they can take their 
spots after they pull out. 

Several students I've spoken 
with about this, including senior 
public relations major Jen::ifer Vale- 
ton, say this irritates them. 

"If I see someone following me 
like that, I'll put my stuff in my car, 
turn around and walk back inside," 
Valeton said. "They make me feel 
like I need to rush to get out so they 
can park.” 

Next, to Amie Adkins, who did- 
n't feel my complaints about parking 
so far from my building were justifi- 
able, there are numerous reasons 
(most of them personal) why I feel 
this way. 

I know they probably don't 
mean a thing to you either way, but I 
suddenly feel compelled to share 
them — in the hopes that there are 
other students experiencing similar 
problems, 

I've been attending LSUS off 
and on since 1992, and parking has 


been a big issue since then. But even 
though there have been many 
changes to attempt to remedy this 
situation, I've not seen it as big a 
problem as it is now. 

This semester, I'm working four 
jobs (two of which I'm on my feet 
the entire 6- to 8-hour shift) and I'm 
taking 12 hours here (and.all of my 
classes are on the third floor of 
Bronson Hall). 

Yes, some days I'm running late 
for class, and I'll take whatever 
available parking space I can find. 

1 work weird hours and some- 
times I can't get to sleep at night, so 
I can't get up in the morning on time. 

The only person I blame for 
that is myself. 

And often | find myself becom- 
ing one of those "stalkers" | 
complain about so much. 

Also, lately I've been 
experiencing some problems with 
my feet, legs and back aching con- 
stantly. 

I've not felt a need to see a doc- 
tor for this, since my guess is it's 
from all the walking and standing I 
do every day. 

Pain reliever doesn't always 
remedy this either. 

And it is impairing my ability 
to walk great distances (and yes, 
walking from the U.C. to Bronson is 
sometimes a feat | don't wish to at- 
tempt, especially with all the "gear" 
I have to tote around with me daily). 
Too much walking around campus 
seriously affects my performance at 
my jobs, when I need it most. 

Most days I get to school 30 
minutes early, but I still have trouble 
finding parking and that's what caus- 
es me to run late for class if the 
space that I find is too far from my 
building. 

On top of that, if 1 have to wait 
too long for the elevator and have to 
walk up three flights of stairs...well, 
you can imagine what condition I'm 
in when I finally DO make it to 
class. At that point, it DOES seem as 
if I've hiked halfway across Shreve- 
port. 

You're probably thinking, 
"Man, what a WUSS!" Maybe | am. 
But have you ever seen me? It's not 
like I really NEED the exercise any- 
way. 

Besides, seniors here at LSUS 
have put in a lot of time and effort, 
done all the legwork, attempted to 
make the grades. ..don't we deserve 
our own parking area during our last 
semesters here? 

So...while my previous editori- 
al was mostly tongue-in-cheek (don't 
guess anyone caught that), | hope 
this one gives you a little more 
insight. 

Thank you two ladies for help- 
ing inspire it. 


Angela Gehrls, 
copy editor 


a —————— 
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SGA intent - 
to run forms 


due March 5 


by 
Michael Scott 


Ever thought of being an 
SGA college senator? Intent to 
run forms are due March 5 for 
anybody who wishes to become a 

of the student senate or exec- 
utive at LSUS, 

Running for an SGA office 
requires at least a 2.0 GPA and six 
or more credit hours for the 
semester. 

A student debate will be held 
in the Port café on Tuesday, 
March 18 for those who wish to 
run.. Matthew Morris, editor of 
the Almagest, will be moderating 
the debate between candidates 
and taking questions from audi- 
ence members. 

Voting will take place from 
March 17 to 24 via Blackboard 
on the LSUS home page, 
www.l\sus.edu. 

Student voting is usually Jess 
than stellar, according to Brad 
Craft, SGA senator at large. 

"We have 4,000 students, 
and we can't even get 1,000 to 
vote," Craft said. 

Jeff Strozier, SGA president, 
hopes for a good voter turnout 
this semester. “If we could get 
1,500 to vote, it would be great," 

"Getting 25 percent would 
be good, considering LSU in Ba- 
ton Rouge barely gets 10 
percent,” Strozier said. 

Anybody interested in run- 
ning for a college senator position 
should go by the SGA office in 
the University Center or simply e- 
mail any questions to 
SGA@pilot.Isus,edu, 
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PRSSA offers exposure, experience 
to students from variety of majors 


ia Matlock 


The Public Relations Student 
Society of America is inviting 
students of all majors to be a part of 
the organization. PRSSA is an 
LSUS student organization that pro- 
vides many benefits to students in- 
terested in being educated in more 
than what is found inside the class- 
room. 

PRSSA is a student chapter of 
the Public Relations Society of 
America, which was designed to en- 
able students to have the advantage 
of interaction with professional pub- 
lic relations practicioners. 

The mission of PRSSA is, " To 
serve our members by enhancing 
their knowledge of public relations 
and providing access to professional 
development opportunities." In oth- 
er words, PRSSA gives students 
links to the professional world which 
comes as a direct benefit for those 
seeking careers after graduation. 
The organization is not limited to 
public relations majors. 

The program is not only acces- 


Almagest Ads 
Reach 1500 
readers a 


week. 


Call 797-5328 
for details. 


REPORTS OF ARMY 
SIGHTINGS 
IN YOUR AREA 


Te Ey Be OK 


On Thursdays, the United States Army will be at the student 
activity center. Come check out the Army recruiting table. And 
learn about over 180 ways you can become AN ARMY OF ONE. 


>> LOCATION: Activity Center 
Campus 
Louisiana State University 


>> DATE: Thursdays 
10:00 am - (1:00 am 


>> CONTACT: Shreveport South Recruiting Station 


318-688-9781 


Oarmy.com ©2001. Paid fo by the U.S Army. Ali rights reserved. 


sible to other majors, but 
encouraged. When other majors get 
involved, then members can learn 
and benefit from each other. 

One benefit of PRSSA is the 
job opportunities that are derived 
from being an active member of the 
organization. Student members have 
access to the PRSSA web site where 
internships and job listings are avail- 
able. 

Scholarships are also available 
to members and, because the compe- 
tition is not heavy, the opportunity is 
increased. Through conventions and 
competitions, networking is 
available and more avenues of pub- 
lic relations are revealed. 

Last year senior public relations 
majors Ashley Speckman and Jeff 
Gray went to a national convention 
in San Francisco, where they were 
involved in different workshops 
dealing with crisis communication 
and had the opportunity to visit with 
representatives from different gradu- 
ate schools. 

Speckman found this to be ex- 
citing because they had the opportu- 
nity to "see different avenues and 
directions of public relations." 


Speckman and Gray got the op- 
portunity to work with individuals 
who may soon be their peers in the 
workplace and will also be 
participating in a competition this 
semester along with fellow PRSSA 
members and public relations majors 
Bo Wellborn, Janice Nelson and 
Rachel Wright. This competition at 
Texas Tech University has grown 
since last year, with as many as | 12- 
120 competitors, compared to last 
year's 88. 

The competition involves crisis 
communication, reacting and design- 
ing plans, then presenting them for 
analysis to judges from around the 
world. A’simulation of a news con- 
ference will be held during the com- 
petition, involving Texas Tech 
journalism majors as the reporters 
during the conference, 

The goal of PRSSA this semes- 
ter is to rally more members, 
According to PRSSA's adviser Ron 
Sereg, communications department 
assistant professor, the group has, 
"gone through some growing pains," 
with the loss of last semester's grad- 
uates. PRSSA would like to expand 
the organization in order to move on 


with new ideas for the year. 

Many other colleges’ PRSSA 
organizations have started firms on 
campus, and this is something 
LSUS's PRSSA would like to begin. 
By starting a firm, members could 


offer a pro-bono service to non-prof- 


it organizations on and off campus. 
This would give public relations ma- 
jors more experience and confidence 
for moving on into the professional 
world. 

Becoming a member of PRSSA 
is easy because it is accessible to any 
LSUS student willing to give some 
time to the organization. 

The group meets the first and 
third Tuesdays of every month in 
BH 336 during Common Hour, In- 
terested students should attend a 
meeting to see what it is all about. 

Fees are $41 for national and 
$9 for chapter per year. Members 
also receive a subscription to Forum 
national publication. 

PRSSA not only offers 
networking opportunities, but 
according to Speckman it helps a 
student, " define what it is [one] 


“wants to do." 


LSU in Shreveport 
International Lincoln Center for American Studies 


Washington “Semester” 
“Interim betwoen Spring Semester and Torm I Summer 


AN EXPERIENCE NO CLASSROOM CAN OFFER! 


For information contact Dr, Pederson @ wpederso@pilat.sus.edu or (318)797-5138 


February 27, 2003 


LSUS celebrates Asian New Year 


Photos by Matt Morris 


LSUS students were treated to 
Asian cuisine and customs 
Thursday during Common Hour. 
Ringing in the Asian New Year, 
student activities sponsored an 
Asian performance group which 
included colorful dragon cos- 
tumes and a fan toting dragon 
charmer. 

The free food included fortune 
cookies with special messages 
from SAB, rather than the usual 
vague predictions. 


Sat. March 1 


1 p.m. 
Baseball: Loyola 
Pays aad (Home) 


Ko “mM. a ee 


Thurs, Feb. 27 WFri. Feb. 28 
uct” og 

hy e112 p.m. -1 p.m 

MardFGrasaxnco Fraternity Council 


Meeting 
Phi Eta Sigma 
6:30 i 
Baseball: Loyola ea 
University yet = 


Calendar 
of events 


All events are in the University Center unless otherwise indicated. » 

If your organization would like to be featured in the,calendar of , 

events email us at aimagest@pile t/sus.edu. \\ é 
* ; if 


6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Music/ ene Class 


8 p.m. o 


ree en - 


Sat March 8 


Mon. March 3 


4-H meeting 


Baseball: @ Nihon 
State 1 
University 
(Thibodaux) 


Pla Rehearsal 


«| lege (Home) 


THE ALMAGEST 


A Physical Paes Training 


Vagina Moro ues 
& 2 


wet 4 p.m ~ ee fe: 
. Baseball: Seihavert Cok 


Campus Crime 
Blotter 


Feb: 16 

9:00 pom. A man 
reported a theft from 
his vehicle inthe 
library, parking Ict. 
The ‘man had parked 
hig ar in the lot 
three hours before 
andreturned to see 
thatihis car steréo - 


and wallet, had been ~ 


taken from the car... 
Officers observed»: 


that the rear door of 


the deep had been’ 
opened. 


Feb ; 24 

8<30 a.m. Facility 
Services reported © 
that Continuing: 
Edugation was 0183 


two Signs, valued at © 


$800. Officers 
reported having seen 
the isigns blown by~ = 
high gusts of wind. 
The signs were last 
seén blowing down,» 
Youreer drive. 


Sun. March 2 


7 p.m.- 9 p.m. 
Sigma meeting 
Red River Room 


Sun. March 9 


Baseball: .m. .m. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 1 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Nicholls State Listening to Your Beta Epsilon Zeta Debu- | Play Rehearsal 
niversity Business a tant Ball 
(Thibodaux) os 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
4:30 p.m.- 5:30 p. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. TKE meeting 


Webster Room 


4p.m.*9 p.m. 
ZTA Meeting 
Louisiana A & B 


5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Phi Mu Meeting 


6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Panhellenic meeting 


7 p.m.- 9 p.m. 
Sigma meeting 
Red River Room 
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DROP EVERYTHING! 


Special round-trip fares from Shreveport 
that will make you want to drop everything 
Round-trip purchase required 


Choose your destination 


Check your I.D. 
Are you between 18 and 23 years old? 


Consult your calendar 

Can you travel between Feb. 15 and May 31, include 
at least one Saturday night of fun, and purchase your 
ticket at least seven days in advance? 


6 Sign up for SkyMiles® at 


www.delta—offers.com/dropeverything 


Call 1-800-325-1447 


roy Refer to Delta’s “Drop Everything” promotion ticket 


when making your reservation (offer code: G*2882) 


4 pornoe of Irpaed for come eee rwn may fee 08 TP Onita Concern Carrer: ktheeta: Come Aetewm Atente “onttmaes tate Chantanpan Cama sce! ShyWene 


enh Ae ee epee EN Sele ree cere NET fam UE hep mete eee ae wr A mee hey Heme 
—. & 


ram ge 9 1h eee gman PH iganen sah Pawan pened 
Licata na mane) Pema ape rematon Dv wes y Rent saptons of 


A Delta Connection’ 
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Career Center: 
month planned 

to highlight job 

opportunities 


Continued from Pg ! 
tial education panel. 

Carter also said that the Career 
Center is excited about the month 
due to the support that they are 
receiving from the state and local 
public. 

"We have many professionals 
who are willing to give up their time 
to help resolve the confusion that 
many students have," states Carter. 

Foster also said in his 
proclamation that there is a need for 
a strong partnership between univer- 
sities, businesses and industries. 

He sees thenecessities of work- 
ing together to make the citizens of 
Louisiana aware of the changing 
workplace and work skills. 

Finally, Foster ended his 
proclamation by saying that forming 
solid partnerships will help to keep 
Louisiana students in the state upon 
graduation. 

He has declared March as Ca- 
reer Month in order to inform 
students of the career-related oppor- 
tunities through part-time and full- 
time jobs in the state. 

The Career Center responded to 
this proclamation by organizing vari- 
ous events throughout March and 
even into April. 

Other plans are still in progress. 
The Career Center will be posting 
the final event dates on their website 
at www. |sus.edu/career. 


ae Jennings 


What was once the Baptist 
Student Union (BSU) building is 
soon to be occupied by the 
Louisiana Department of Education 
and the Shreveport Metropolitan 
Band. 

The building was originally 
purchased for LSUS by the state of 
Louisiana and was being used by 
the Baptist Student Union. It is lo- 
cated off Youree Drive, south of the 
main campus, next to a housing 
subdivision. After being 
unoccupied for a period of time, 
the building was in need of some 
renovations and is now ready for 
its tenants to arrive. 

Mike Ferrell, vice chancellor 
of business affairs, has been busy 
lately re-forming the old BSU to 
the state Fire Marshal's strict stan- 
dards. The main goal has been to 
provide safety for the new tenants. 

Ferrell said that along with the 
installation of a new heating and 
air conditioning unit, there were 
also panic bars, exit lights and 
emergency signs added as well. All 
exterior doors were in need of be- 
ing replaced. On the inside of the 
building, it was necessary for the 
loft and baptismal pool to be 
boarded up for safety, since neither 
one of them will be used. 

The BSU is a one-story build- 
ing and will not need a 
handicapped refuge area, a commu- 


New tenants occupy former 
student Baptist building 


nication box installed on multiple- 
floor buildings for people who can- 
not exit down the stairs. They can 
call on this communication box and 
request help. When there is a fire, 
the elevators automatically close 
and descend to the first floor and 
become immobile. 

The BSU building was 
considered a one-and-a-half story 
building; however, since the loft 
has been boarded up, the building 
is now makes only one story. 

Ferrell said, "It is important to 
limit the amount of risks for fire 
and for people to be able to exit 
easily." He also discussed the im- 
portance of being proactive when it 
comes to safety. 

On March 1, the Louisiana 
Department of Education and the 
Shreveport Metropolitan Band are 
scheduled to occupy the building. 
Region Seven of the Department of 
Education will serve kindergarten 
through | 2th grade for area teach- 
ers. They will also be collaborating 
with LSUS' own department of ed- 
ucation. There will be a computer 
lab and a classroom available for 
teaching. 

"This is great benefit to area 
teachers and the LSUS staff to have 
this so close," Ferrel] said. The 
Louisiana Department of Education 
is moving from their current loca- 
tion in Bossier City. 

The Shreveport Metropolitan 
Band will be using the back side of 
the building for band practice and 
other events. 


LSUS players among league leaders 


by 
Chris Moore 


The LSUS baseball team has 
several players atop the statistics 
charts in the Gulf Coast Athletic 
Conference. 

Senior catcher Aaron McRae, 
who hails from Delta, British 
Columbia, leads the conference with 
his astronomical .533 batting aver- 
age and 18 RBIs. McRae transferred 
to LSUS from Nicholls State 
University. 

Pilot infielder Wesley Gray, a 
former Northwood (Shreveport) 
standout, is tied with teammate 
Justin Ketchum and University of 
Mobile's Jeff White and Josh 


I think I need to 
go see Montey!!'! 


Kendrick for runs scored with 13. 
Ketchum, who is from Serepta han- 
dies the pinch running and courtesy 
running duties for LSUS and also 
tops the GCAC stolen base category 
with 11, 

Gray and Pilot infielder Ben 
Wingerter of Great Falls, Mont., are 
tied for second with several other 
GCAC players with 5 doubles, 

LSUS shortstop Tyson 
Arishenkoff, also of British Colum- 
bia (Cranbrook), is tied with UM's 
White for the league lead in triples 
with 3. 

Bossier City native Thomas 
McManis shares the second place 
home run slot with various other 
GCAC players with 3. 

LSUS hurlers Gene Stevens 


and Tony Ferguson are also among 
the conference's Jeading pitchers. 

Stevens, from Plaquemine leads 
the league in wins (4), fewest walks 
allowed (1) and innings pitched (22). 

Ferguson, another Northwood 
product, is tied for second with sev- 
eral other GCAC pitchers with 3 
wins. 

LSUS also owns several 
conference team categories. The Pi- 
lot team leads the GCAC in runs 
scored (71), walks (45), stolen bases 
(33), overall wins (10) and is tied for 
first with UM for team triples (6). 

The Pilots trail only UM in the 
GCAC in batting averages with a 
.297 mark. LSUS has also outscored 
their opponents 89-50 this season. 


Gray propels 
Pilots to sweep 


a hris Moore 


The bat of LSUS junior infield- 
er Wesley Gray was quiet for the 
first part of the young season but has 
clearly developed life as of late. 

It erupted with a vengeance in a 
double header against Texas 
Wesleyan on Feb. 18 as he lit up TW 
pitching for seven hits, including 
two doubles, in leading the Pilots to 
a sweep of the Fort Worth school. 

In the first game, Gray's 3 for 4, 
one RBI showing was complement- 
ed by the performances of hot hitters 
Aaron McRae and Tyson 
Arishenkoff, who both went 2 for 3 
with a double each. 

McRae racked up RB! numbers 
17 and 18 while Arishenkoff scored 


First game 

Score by innings: RH 
LSUS 310 2010 -7 10 
Texas Wes 101 2001 -5 10 


E 
3 
2 


E - Gray 2; McManis; Butman; 
Henderson. 

LOB -LSUS 4; TEXWES 11. 

2B - Gray; McRae; Wingerter; 
Arishenkoff; Murre!!; Combs; 40; 
35 2. 

HR - Casias. 

SH - Branch 2. SF - Reynolds; 
McRae; Butman. 


Win - Ferguson 3-0. Loss - 19. 
Save - Thompson (1). 

WP - Ferguson; Thompson, PB - 
McRae. 

HBP - by Person (Hughes). 


| Win - Stevens 4-1. 


twice in the Pilots' 7-5 victory. 

Sophomore pitcher Tony Fergu- 
son picked up the win in the first 
game with a four-inning stint that in- 
cluded four earned runs and two 
strikeouts. He is now 3-0 on the 
year. 

In the second game, Gray con- 
tinued to shine with another double 
and three runs scored. He also 
picked up an RBI with four hits in 
five tries. First baseman Thomas 
McManis was 2 for 2, with a tower- 
ing three-run homer in the Pilots’ 11- 
\ nightcap win. 

Right-hander Gene Stevens 
worked three innings and picked up 
the win on the mound for LSUS, 
while lefty Brandon Ezernack 
pitched the final four innings in re- 
lief. Both pitchers combined to 
allow only one earned run. 


Second game 


Score by innings: 


RHE 
LSUS 1 


431 0300 -11 13 


1 
Texas Wes 0100000 - | 6 3 


E - Gray; Murrell; Casias; Ellis. 
DP-LSUS 1. LOB - LSUS 8; 
TEXWES 5. 

2B - Gray; Lewis; Davis; Casias; 
Combs; Vaughn. 

HR - McManis. 

SB - Reynolds; McRae; McMan- 
is; Davis; Arishenkoff. 


Loss - Hin- 
son. Save - None. 
WP - Hinson 2. PB ~ Dupree, 


For more, visit 
www. v.Isus. CES int 


oes 
ESUS 


Montey’s Daub adsbcadine 
aSTUDENT AND FACULTY DISCOUNTS 


-~-HAIRCUTS 
-HI-LIGHTS 


~-PERMS 
-COLOR 


-EAR PIERCING 
TANNING 


8714 YOUREE DR. 
ONE BLOCK SOUTH 
OF LSUS. 


TURTLE CREEK 


SHOPPING CENTER. 
PHONE 


524- 


1111 


YOUREE 
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FIGHT MAN [>.<] N07 
Man DolHatetoDate by Abe Fashho 


| want a girlfriend. Yeah, that was a demand of the single, cartoon male, and might I add I am here for the taking. 
It’s hard living a cartoon life, day in day out, but what can I do about it. Everything is drawn for me; hell | can die any 
time by the touch of rubber. One of the hardest concepts that I really had to get over was the whole “big” deal of hav- 
ing a girlfriend, or falling in love (I’m lucky if I even get a companion drawn for me, and that makes me very lonely). 
I'm not going to get desperate; instead I will present some scenarios that will adhere to the proper behavior of a gen- 
tleman making a great first impression (hopefully) on a lady for a great date (once again, hopefully). 

1. The first scenario is the movies. Yes, the movies, and no it is not outdated in the new century. It’s the best way 
to get some lip action (if you’re lucky) and to make a more romantic impression than a respectable candle lit dinner 
could ever do (by the way, you can’t even afford Taco Bell let alone a movie, YOU ARE A CARTOON). Movies are 
great, they make the women hurl, cry, happy, depressed, or use any emotion to describe their “feelings” about the 
film in any way they can (by the way, you don’t even care). In this case you just can’t win, you spent money on her, 
she still screams about how bad the movie was, she snapped when the usher said she had to turn off her cell phone 
after the 16th call, and to top it off she’thinks you’re cheap for buying popcorn without the “gourmet,” Texas butter. 
Movies really suck (just kidding)! 

2. The second scenario Is the park. Boy this cartoon is getting so damn Victorian. Anyway, plan a picnic 
(their easy to draw) and go to the park with your honey. Remember, it’s supposed to be romantic, right, but what 
is so romantic about sitting on the grass (avoiding the dog crap, which both of you notice) eating a meal with birds 
and bugs galore. | also forgot to mention that the homeless guy sleeping next to you would like to share in your 
meal and get your girl’s phone number while he’s at it. Look, there’s a Burger King across the street. They have air 
conditioning you know, and the occasional fly or two. Buy her the double whopper with cheese just to show her how 
much you care. Love is never having to say you want to enjoy nature with a baloney sandwich with the love of your 
drawn-life next to you while lying about how you love the great outdoors. Love and nature don’t mix, and hey, 
picnics blow too. 

3. The final scenario... well, there is no final scenario. From the Ist two tries, the relationship process has failed, 
and this just proves that a cartoon character cannot haye a love, EVER (this is so sad), But, this is not the end of the 
road for our friend in his search for true cartoon love. I, the creator, could easily give him a household tool or pet he 
could fall head over heels for, but that is a story for another day. Besides, I got lazy, I’m writing this column at 3 a.m. 
in the morning, and the only ideas | could come up with are the movies and food. I go out on simple dates, and that’s se 
about all I know on love (just kidding). Would You date +nig ay? 


TODAY'S LESSON: Remember beauty is in the eye of the beholder, on the other hand we live in Louisiana, we’ve 
started a fund! 


Hi-Res by: Stephen Failey Freddy_Laser@hotmail.com 
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